Lymphadenoma: case report of a rare salivary gland tumor in childhood.
Lymphadenoma of the salivary gland is a rare benign tumor with only 11 reported cases in the English language literature, most of which have occurred in adults. We report a case of a lymphadenoma occurring in the parotid gland of a 15-year-old girl. The tumor was composed of variably sized cystic cavities within abundant reactive lymphoid tissue. The cystic spaces were filled with eosinophilic secretions with occasional histiocytes. Many of these features were also apparent on cytologic preparations. The cysts were lined by epithelium lacking atypia and showed luminal and abluminal differentiation both by immunohistochemistry and by electron microscopy. Tumor cells were not cycling as determined by MIB1 immunostaining, and the tumor karyotype was normal. This is only the second case to be reported in the pediatric age group. Ultrastructural features and karyotype analysis are reported for the first time. Although this tumor is rarely encountered by pediatric pathologists, awareness of its existence is important to distinguish it from possible malignant mimics, such as lymphoepithelial carcinoma and metastatic mucoepidermoid carcinoma in a lymph node.